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The 16th IFAC Workshop on Time Delay Systems (TDS 2021), which continues the long-time successes

of the workshop series since 1998 and seeks to meet the growing interest of the international scientific

community in systems with time delays, will be held in Guangzhou, China on September 29-October 1,

2021. The TDS 2021 technical program will include contributed and invited papers, as well as tutorial

sessions and workshops, focusing on theoretical advances and technological applications of systems and

control related to time delay systems. This focus includes but is not limited to modelling and identification,

analysis, filtering and estimation, stability and stabilization, safety, structural properties, robustness,

approximation techniques and numerical methods, data-driven and machine-learning methods, control

schemes and application in process control, vibration control, networked systems, autonomous agents,

communications, bio-engineering, economics and other fields. Particularly welcomed is the latest progress in

emerging problem areas such as cyber-physical systems, cloud-based control, and in emerging applications

such as smart grid, biomedical systems, intelligent transportation, intelligent manufacturing and automation.

Situated at the heart of the thriving Pearl River Delta and in close proximity to Hong Kong and Macao,

Guangzhou is the third largest city in the Mainland China that boasts a unique southern China culture blended

with its fast-developing modern metropolitan ambience. The city, readily accessible from the world’s major

airports, is known for many of its attractions and promises to offer most unforgettable cultural, sightseeing,

dinning, and entertainment experiences.

Call for Contributed Papers: Papers are invited in the form of regular manuscripts. Papers must conform to

the submission policy, requiring that all manuscripts be in 2-column format and meet page limits.

Call for Invited Sessions: Invited sessions consist of 5-6 papers presenting a unifying theme. Proposals must

describe the motivation and relevance of the session. Proposals must be accompanied by full versions of each

paper, which will be individually reviewed together with the proposal itself. Individual papers may be

removed from a proposed session and replaced by appropriate contributed papers. In case an entire proposed

session is rejected, selected papers may be accepted as contributed papers.

Call for Tutorial/Panel Sessions: Tutorial sessions/presentations are solicited. Tutorial presentations require

no regular paper submission but an extended abstract. Panel discussions addressing state-of-the-art control

theory and advanced applications are also solicited.

Call for Pre-Conference Workshops: Workshops to be held prior to the conference are solicited on all

related topics. Proposals for workshops addressing novel methodologies and applications are encouraged.

TDS 2021 recognizes excellent student contributions by presenting a Best Student Paper Award for a paper

whose primary author and presenter is a student.

Important Dates:
Deadline for submission of Invited Session proposals 

April 10, 2021  extended to April 30, 2021

Deadline for submission of contributed and invited 

papers April 10, 2021 extended to April 30, 2021

Notification of acceptance June 30, 2021

Deadline for final submission of all papers July 30, 2021Submission Policy:

⚫ All papers and session proposals must be submitted through the conference submission website (ifac.papercept.net) and must conform to the policy found on the
TDS 2021 website. Papers must be submitted in English.

⚫ Participants can submit two kinds of contributions to TDS 2021, either an extended abstract (max. 500 words) or a full paper (6 pages). Abstract submissions will
NOT be published in IFAC Papers-on-line, but will be included in the conference preprints memory stick. Accepted papers will be published in IFAC Papers-on-line
and in the conference proceedingsmemory stick.

⚫ All papers are expected to be up to 6 pages long in A4 size and PDF format, formatted in the standard 2-column Proceedings format. Papers exceeding the limit are
subject to a page over-length fee.

⚫ A regular registration by an author will allow the author to upload up to two accepted papers the author has (co)authored.

⚫ Copyright conditions
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For further information, please refer to:

IFAC 2021 Website：www.tds2021.ee.cityu.edu.hk

Conference Submission Website: ifac.papercept.net

Email：tds2021@ee.cityu.edu.hk

▪ All publication material submitted for presentation at an IFAC-sponsored meeting (Congress, Symposium, Conference, Workshop) must be original and hence
cannot be already published, nor can it be under review elsewhere. The authors take responsibility for the material that has been submitted. IFAC-sponsored
conferences will abide by the highest standard of ethical behavior in the review process as explained on the Elsevier webpage
(https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/policies-and-ethics), and the authors will abide by the IFAC publication ethics guidelines (https://www.ifac-
control.org/events/organizers-guide/PublicationEthicsGuidelines.pdf/view).

▪ Accepted papers that have been presented at an IFAC meeting will be published in the proceedings of the event using the open-access IFAC-PapersOnLine series
hosted on ScienceDirect (https://sciencedirect.com/). To this end, the author(s) must grant exclusive publishing rights to IFAC under a Creative Commons license
when they submit the final version of the paper. The copyright belongs to the authors, who have the right to share the paper in the same terms allowed by the
end user license, and retain all patent, trademark and other intellectual property rights (including research data).
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